


A Celebration of Life of

Donald Henry Moeser

January 1, 1935 - September 21, 2025

Prelude

Prayers of Consolation
P Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of all
mercy and the God of all consolation. He comforts us in all our sorrows so
that we can comfort others in their sorrows with the consolation we ourselves
have received from God.

C Thanks be to God.

P When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We
were buried therefore with him by Baptism into death, so that as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be
united with him in a resurrection like his.

Procession
Stand
+Hymn A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
0 | | | I I;_I r:‘ — | . { ; , ; .
J 4 - “—r r - L S =
1 A might - for - tress is our God, a sword and shield vic -
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2 No strength  of ours can match his might! We would be lost, re -
3 Though hordes of dev -ils fill the land all threat-’ning to de -
4 God’s Word for - ev - er shall a - bide, no thanks to foes, who

to - rious; he breaks the cruel op - pres - sor’'s rod and
ject - ed. But now a cham-pion comes to fight, whom
vour us, we trem -ble not, un - moved we stand; they
fear it; for God him - self fights by our side with
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wins sal - va - tion glo - rious. The old sa - tan - ic foe
God him-self e - lect - ed. You ask who this may be?
can - not 0 - ver - pow’r  us. Let this world’s ty - rant rage;
weap-ons of the Spir - it Were they to take our house,

has swormn to work us woe! With craft and dread - ful might
The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord,
in bat - tle we’ll en - gage! His might is doomed to fail;
goods, hon - or, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched a - way,
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he arms him - self to fight. On earth he has no e - qual.
God’s on - ly Son, a -dored. He holds the field vic - to - rious.
God’s judg-ment must pre - vail! One lit - e word sub - dues him.
they can - not win the day. The king-dom’s ours for - ev - er!
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Text; Martin Luther, 1483—1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

+ Prayer of the Day

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Letus pray. . .Almighty God, those who die in the Lord still live with you in
joy and blessedness. We give you heartfelt thanks for the grace you have
bestowed upon your servants who have finished their course in faith and now rest
from their labors. May we, with all who have died in the true faith, have perfect
fulfillment and joy in your eternal and everlasting glory; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen



Reading: Isaiah 25:6-9

On this mountain the LORD of
hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow,
of well-aged wines strained clear.
"And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
he will swallow up death forever.
¥Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LORD has spoken.
°It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the LORD for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

Psalm: 121

I lift up my eyes to the hills-- from where will my help come?
My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth.
*He will not let your foot be moved;
he who keeps you will not slumber.
*He who keeps Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
>The LORD is your keeper;
the LORD is your shade at your right hand.
5The sun shall not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
"The LORD will keep you from all evil;
he will keep your life.
¥The LORD will keep
your going out and your coming in
from this time on and forevermore.

Reading: Revelation 21:2-7

And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. *And I heard a loud voice
from the throne saying,

"See, the home of God is
among mortals.

He will dwell with them as
their God;

they will be his peoples,

and God himself will be with



them;
*he will wipe every tear from
their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain
will be no more,
for the first things have passed
away."
>And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things
new." Also he said, "Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true. *Then
he said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the
end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.
"Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God and they
will be my children.

+ Alleluia Verse

C Alleluia. Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; to him be glory and
power forever and ever. Amen. Alleluia.

+ The Gospel: John 14:1-6
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14th chapter.

"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. *In
my Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? *And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you
may be also. *And you know the way to the place where I am going." *Thomas
said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the
way?" “Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.

P The Gospel of the Lord.

Homily Pastor Janet Hatch

Silence For Reflection



Hymn of the Day

Take My Hand Precious Lord
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I Lord, take my hand and lead me up - on life’s way;
2 Lord, when the tem - pest ra - ges, | need not fear;
3 Lord, when the shad-ows length - en and night has come,
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di - rect, pro - tect, and feed me from day to day.
for  you, the Rock of A - ges, are al - ways near.
I know that you will strength - en my steps toward home,
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With - out  your grace and fa - wvor 1 g0 a - stray;
Close by your side a - bid - ing, I fear no foe,
then noth -ing can im pede me, O bless - ed Friend!
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so take my hand, O Sav - lor, and lead the way.
for when your hand is guid - ing, in peace 1 go.
So, take my hand and lead me un - to the end.
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Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825-1901; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: SO NIMM DENN MEINE HANDE, Friedrich Silcher, 1789-1860

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



P God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in
trust and hope, we confess our faith.

+ Apostles’ Creed

C

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy SpiriSpirit t
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.*

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

+ The Prayers
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Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have knit your chosen people together in one communion,
in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Give to your whole
Church in heaven and on earth your light and your peace.

Hear us, Lord.

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection may
die to sin and rise to newness of life and that through the grave and gate of
death we may pass with him to our joyful resurrection.

Hear us, Lord.

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that
your Holy Spirit may lead us in holiness and righteousness all our days.

Hear us, Lord.

Grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed from
all our sins and serve you with a quiet mind.

Hear us, Lord.

Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in your loving care, that, casting all
their sorrow on you, they may know the consolation of your love.

Hear us, Lord.

Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they may have strength
to meet the days ahead in the comfort of a holy and certain hope, and in the
joyful expectation of eternal life with those they love.

Hear us, Lord.

Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and
trust in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to
life everlasting.

Hear us, Lord.



P Grant us grace to entrust [name] to your never-failing love which sustained
him/her in this life. Receive him/her into the arms of your mercy, and
remember him/her according to the favor you bear for your people.

C Hear us, Lord.

P God, the generations rise and pass away before you. You are the strength of
those who labor; you are the rest of the blessed dead. We rejoice in the
company of your saints. We remember all who have lived in faith, all who
have peacefully died, and especially those most dear to us who rest in you. . . .
Give us in time our portion with those who have trusted in you and have
striven to do your holy will. To your name, with the Church on earth and the
Church in heaven, we ascribe all honor and glory, now and forever.

C Amen.

+ The Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Psalm 23

' The Lorp is my shepherd; I shall not want.
? He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;
? he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths
for his name’s sake.
*Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
I fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.
> You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
% Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LOrRD
my whole life long.



Commendation
P Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant, [name].
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of
your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive him/her into the
arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the
glorious company of the saints in light. Amen

P Letus go forth in peace.
C  In the name of Christ. Amen

Stand
+Recessional Hymn How Great Thou Art
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1 O Lord my God, when 1 in awe -some won - der con -sid - er
2 When through the woods and for - est glades I wan - der, I hear the
3 But when I think that God, his Son not spar - ing, sent him to
4 When Christ shall come, with shout of ac - cla - ma - tion, and take me
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all the works thy hand hath made, I see the stars, 1 hear the might-y
birds sing sweet-ly in the trees; when I look down from loft - y moun-tain

die, I scarce can take it in, that on the cross my bur-den glad-1ly
home,what joy shall fill my heart! Then I shall bow in hum-ble ad - o -
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thun - der, thy pow’r through-out the u - ni- verse dis-played;
gran - deur and hear the brook and feel the gen - tle breeze;
bear - ing he bled and died to take a - way my sin;
ra - tion and there pro - claim, “My God, how great thou art!”
.- B 4_‘
T+ P
T nd —fte—
T 9] i 5 1
T 4 | I r 1

Then sings my soul, my Sav-ior God, to thee, how great thou
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art! How great thou art! Then sings my soul, my Sav-ior God, to
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Text: Carl G. Bob:‘rg 1859—1940; tr. and adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989

Music: O STORE GUD, Swedish folk tune; adapt. Stuart K. Hine

Text and arr. © 1953 S K. II.'mc assigned to Manna Music, Inc., 35255 Brooten Road, Pacific City, OR 97135 (ASCAP).
Renewed 1981. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
[Please follow the family as they leave for the cemetery.]

+Stand as you are able

Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright 1978
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #8747-L

Organist Leigh Ann Henry
Ministry Pastor Janet Hatch
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THE REVEREND DONALD HENRY MOESER
90, of Portsmouth, passed away on Sept.
21, 2025, in Portsmouth. He was born on
Jan. 1, 1935, in Huntington, WV, to the late
G. William 'Bill' and Caroline Rothermund
Moeser.

Pastor Don's earthly calling was to be a man
of service. He served in the Army during
the Korean War, and later as a lieutenant in
the Naval Reserves. He continued his path
of public service by being a preacher, teach-
er, professor of sociology, social worker
and civil rights advocate, having worked
alongside Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and
other great leaders. It was his great honor to be present for the
signing of both the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting
Rights Act of 1965. Most importantly, Pastor Don was kind.

He graduated from Huntington East High School in 1952 and re-
ceived degrees from Marshall College, Gettysburg Lutheran Sem-
inary, WVU, and The OSU, and he was ordained at Saint Paul
Lutheran Church in Huntington in 1962.

Don was preceded in death by his first wife, Vicki Ann Staker
Moeser; second wife, Susan Elizabeth Fisher Moeser; and three
siblings, G. William 'Bill' Moeser, Jr., Carole Moeser, and Rose-
mary Moeser.

Surviving is his daughter, Anne Katherine Yates of New York,
NY; four stepchildren, and their families.

Memorial Service at 2 p.m. on Oct. 5, 2025, at St. John Lutheran
Church, Franklin Furnace, OH. Visitation one hour prior to ser-
vice. Interment with military rites in St. John Cemetery.
Arrangements by the Ralph F. Scott Funeral Home, Portsmouth,
OH. RalphFScott.com.

In Dad's memory, the family encourages people to reach out in
friendship and compassion to all they may meet, so that we may
all build our own better world.

"On earth as it is in heaven."

Amen.
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